
For generations, the Black and African American community has battled sickle cell disease, leukemia, and other 
blood cancers. It may be surprising to learn that these diseases can be cured with the help of a blood stem cell 
transplant. Race matters when it comes to finding a cure since genetically matched donors are found within the 
same ethnic group. Black donors save Black lives, and Be The Match needs you.

 
THE BLACK DISPARITY IN NUMBERS 
Race Matters When Searching For A Donor 
Of the 22 million potential donors, only 4% are Black.

For 30 years, Be The Match has managed one of the largest marrow registries in the world. Patients are 

most likely to match a donor who shares their ethnic background. Unfortunately, Black and African 

American patients face increased difficulty finding a match that could save their lives. As a result, Black or 

African American patients only have a 23% chance of finding a match compared to 77% for White patients.

 
WHY YOU? 
As high school students, you can make the biggest impact on our mission to help match Black and 

African American donors and patients.

You are the most connected generation in history, so your voice and actions can influence millions. 

By joining the Be The Match Registry®, and encouraging your friends and family to join, you’re improving 

the chances of someone finding a lifesaving genetic match. You can be the catalyst to a cure.

THREE WAYS YOU CAN HELP

Join the Be The Match Registry.
Fill out the online questionnaire at https://join.bethematch.org/ATLMJ and Be The Match will send a swab kit to your 

home. Once your get the kit, just swab the inside of your cheek and send the sample back in the pre-addressed and 

stamped envelope. After that, you’re on the registry. That’s it.

When you join the registry, you are making a commitment to answer the call when a patient needs you to donate your 

cells for a marrow transplant. You may never be called or it could be many years before you get the call to be a donor.

Donors who join the Be The Match Registry must be at least 18 years of age.

Not Yet 18? Make The Pledge Instead!
If you’re not 18, you can still help! You can make a pledge or promise to join the Be The Match Registry when you turn 

18.  When you pledge to join, Be The Match will communicate with you via email and send you are reminder when you 

turn 18 years old to join the registry.

Become a Be The Match Ambassador at Your School!
Help build awareness of Be The Match at your high school, with your friends, family and community. Essentially, we 

want you to use your influence to encourage everyone you know to join the Be The Match Registry.

Be The Match is looking for a total of 12 High School Ambassadors. The program will run through May 2021. 

At the end of the program, each High School Ambassador will receive:

 • $2,000 Scholarship

 • Certified letter verifying program participation and the number of community hours logged

To apply for the Be The Match High School Ambassador Program, please visit: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdBr5oClY10FaUf34vQ9wEaMr-FZk5SZYuTFCJDVBw2LnhFPw/viewform

For more information about Be The Match 
please visit: https://bethematchatl.org/high-school-program/
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